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Freedom of Information Act Request: Talking Points on US Government Shutdown 
Saturday, J anuary 12, 2019 9:22:05 PM 


Department of Agriculture 
FOIA Office 

Room 408-W, Whitten Building 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 

Washington, DC 20250-0706 

January 12, 2019 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records: 

Any and all talking points and similar memorandums, emails, and transcripts providing advice 
or direction on how to handle the media, media interviews, and statements used by personal 
employed by or working for the Department of Agriculture, which relates to the US 
government shutdown. 

The time period for this search is from December 22, 2018 to the present date. 

In addition to any other material, which meets the criteria of this request, please include in 
your responsive materials any documents, emails, or communications with the following 
phrases in the title or subject line: 

TALKING POINTS 
STMT 

STATEMENT 
PRESS STRATEGY 

I am a career journalist with work that has appeared at The Daily Beast among other 
publications. I am willing to pay any reasonable expenses associated with this request, 
however, as the purpose of the requested disclosure is in full conformity with the statutory 
requirements for a waiver of fees, I formally request such a waiver. 

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not 
being made for commercial purposes. 

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges 
in advance of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail 
attachment if available or CD-ROM if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to 
receiving your response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 


Sincerely, 





Paul Gottinger 


Filed via MuckRock.com 

E-mail (Preferred): 67367-15381217@requests.muckrock.com 

Upload documents directly: https://www.muckrock.com/accounts/agency_login/department- 
of- agriculture- 60/talking-points -on-us -government- shutdown-67367/? 
email=USDAFOIA%40ocio.usda.gov&uuid-login=a46901 a2-90a 1 -4c 12-8714- 
16b858fO lc9c#agency-reply 

Is this email coming to the wrong contact? Something else wrong? Use the above link to let us 
know. 

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 

MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 67367 
411A Highland Ave 
Somerville, MA 02144-2516 

PFEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent 
through MuckRock by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records 
requests. Also note that improperly addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than 
"MuckRock News" and the department number) requests might be returned as undeliverable. 



